to determine the accentuation of all polyfyllables by 
proper authorities, as it is one of thofe capricious 
phenomena which cannot be eafily reduced to rules. 
Thus there is no antecedent reafon for difference of ac- 
cent in the two words dolorous and fonorous, yet of 
the one Milton gives the found in this line, 

He pafs'd o'er many a region dolorous, 

and that of the other in this, 

Sonorous metal blowing martial founds. 

It may be likewife proper to remark metrical licences, 
fuch as contractions, generous, generous, reverend, 
rev rend ; and coalitions, as region, quejlion. 

But it is ftill more neceffary to fixthe pronunciation of 
monofyllables, by placing with them words of cor- 
refpondent found, rhat one may guard the other agamft 
the danger of that variation, which to fome of the 
n^ft Imon, has already happened, fc -that ^the words 
wund, and M, as they are now frequently pro- 
nounced, will not rhyme to found, and mmd. It * 
to be remarked that many words written alike are dif- 
taly P onounced, Jjhw, ** brow, which may 
be thus Liftred flow, -woe, brow, now, or of which 
the XllcatioLay be generally given by a d,ft ch 
Thus the words tear or lacerate, and tear the watery 
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the eye, have the lameletters, but may be diftinguimed 
thus, tear, dare; tear, peer. 

Some words have two founds, which may be equally 
adS, as being equally defenfible by authority. 
Thus great is differently ufed. 

For Swift and him defpis'd the farce of flare, 
The fober follies of the wife and great. Pope, 

As if misfortune made the throne her feat, 

And none could be unhappy but the great. Rowe. 

The care of fuch minute particulars may be cenfuredas 
trifling, but thefe particulars have not been thought 
unworthy of attention in more polifhed languages. 

The accuracy of the French, in Hating the founds 
of their letters, is well known; and, among the Italians, 
Crefcembeni has not thought it unneceffary to inform his 
countrymen of the words, which, in compliance with 
different rhymes, are allowed to be differently fpelt, 
and of which the number is now fo fix'd, that no 
modern poet is fuffered to encreafe it. 

When the orthography and pronunciation are adjufted, 
the Etymology or Derivation is next to be con- 
fidered, and the words are to be diftinguifhed accord- 
ing to their different claffes, whether fimple, as day, 
lights or compound as day-light ; whether primitive, 

as* 


